
Preparing for Town Elections & Meetings
Thursday, February 26, 2026
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Agenda

1. Welcome
2. March Calendar
3. Absentee Voting
4. Town Election
5. Town Meeting
6. School District Meetings
7. References
8. Q & A

Please put any questions you have in 
the chat, and we will get to them in 

the Q&A section at the end.

If you would like a copy of this 
presentation, please email Judy Carr at 

judycarr@outlook.com.
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SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

March

Town Election
Lawrence Barn
7am to 7pm

HB Coop 
District Annual Mtg
HB High School
6:30pm
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Hollis School 
District Annual Mtg
HB High School
7pm

Hollis Town 
Meeting
HB High School
9am

Hollis School Mtg
SNOW DATE 
HB High School
7pm

HB Coop Mtg
SNOW DATE
HB High School
6:30pm

Town Election
SNOW DATE
Lawrence Barn
7am to 7pm

Hollis Town Mtg
SNOW DATE
HB High School
9am



Absentee 
Voting
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Absentee 
Voting 
Overview
• Absentee voting is 

available for town 
election.  

• It not available for town 
meeting or the annual 
school meetings.
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You can vote absentee for any of 
these reasons:

• Being absent from town
• Religious observance
• Disability or illness
• Employment commitments 

(including caregiving)

Absentee ballots may also be 
available when a weather 
emergency impacts an election.



Requesting an 
Absentee 
Ballot
1. Print your absentee ballot request form 

or you can pick one up at the Town 
Clerk’s office.

2. Sign the form and return to Hollis Town 
Clerk with copy of photo ID:  
• Return to Town Clerk in person;
• Use drop box at Town Clerk’s office; OR
• Send through USPS (Town Clerk, 3G 

Market Pl, Hollis, NH 03049)
3. Check your absentee ballot request status 

on the SoS website: 
https://app.sos.nh.gov/voterinformation. 6

https://www.hollisnh.org/DocumentCenter/View/5468/absentee-ballot-application-local-election-2026-PDF
https://app.sos.nh.gov/voterinformation


Completing & Returning Your Absentee Ballot

1. Fill out the ballot, following the instructions.
2. Put the ballot inside the smaller affidavit envelope that came with the 

ballot, then seal and sign that envelope.
3. Put the affidavit envelope inside the larger return envelope.
4. In the upper left corner of the outer envelope, print the voter’s name, 

address, and voting place.  If returning via mail, add necessary 
postage.

5. Sign the form and return to Hollis Town Clerk.  
• Return to Town Clerk in person – do not use the outside drop box
• Send through USPS (Town Clerk, 3G Market Place, Hollis, NH 03049).  

6. Ballot must be received no later that 5pm at the polling place 
(HBHS) on Election Day (Tuesday, March 10th).
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Town Election

Local

Elections

Matter
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Town 
Election
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Sample Town Ballot

For Select Board, vote for BOTH:
✓ Susan Benz
✓ Will Walker

For Budget Committee, vote for BOTH:
✓ Mike Leavitt
✓ Darlene Mann

For Library Trustee, vote for
✓ Merle Eisman Carrus
✓ Claudia M. Dufresne



Town 
Election
Sample Hollis School District 
Ballot

The only contested race is for 
School Board: 2 open positions.

Vote for BOTH:
✓Anne Wake-dePasquale
✓Raphael Zack
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Town 
Election
Sample Hollis Brookline 
COOP District Ballot

No contested races.

Vote No on Petition Warrant 
Article:
School Board: 0-6; Budget 
Committee: 0-5
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Town 
Election
Zoning Ballot
Zoning ballot contains 5 amendments, 
all of which have been recommended 
by the Zoning Board (7-0)

Vote YES on Amendments 1, 
2, 4, and 5

Vote NO on Amendment 3
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Town 
Election
Zoning Ballot
Zoning ballot contains 5 amendments, 
all of which have been recommended 
by the Zoning Board (7-0)

Vote YES on Amendments 1, 
2, 4, and 5

Vote NO on Amendment 3
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Town Meeting

Town

Meetings

Matter
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Town 
Warrant
These Articles deal with 
bonded purchases.

Vote YES on Article 2.

Vote YES on Article 3.

If Article 3 fails,
Vote YES on Article 4.

Article 2. Transfer Station 
Wall Reconstruction
• Select Board: 4-0; Budget Committee: 8-0

Article 3. Bond for Solar Photovoltaic 
System on Hollis Public Works Cold Storage 
Building
• Select Board: 4-0; Budget Committee: 8-0

Article 4. (Contingent) Solar Photovoltaic 
System on Hollis Public Works Cold Storage 
Building
• Select Board: 3-1; Budget Committee: 7-1
• Voting on this only if Article 3 fails
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Town 
Warrant
All passed unanimously by 

both the Select Board (4-0) 
and the Budget Committee 
(8-0), except where noted

Vote ? on Article 5.

Vote YES on Articles 6-11.

Article 5. Full-Time Recreation Director
• Select Board: 3-1; Budget Committee: 0-8
Article 6. DPW Loader Purchase
Article 7. Police Vehicle Lease Purchase
Article 8. Service-
Connected Total Disability Veterans Credit
Article 9. Drainage Easement-Woods 
Subdivision
• Select Board: 3-1
Article 10. Department of Public Works Salt 
Shed Cover Replacement
Article 11. Communications IP Radio 
Equipment
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Town 
Warrant
Article 12 and Article 13 were 
recommended by the Select 
Board, but not recommended 
by the Budget Committee

Vote YES on Article 12.

Vote ? on Article 13.

Article 12. Collective Bargaining Agreement, 
Local 3657 (Police/Fire Communications)
• Select Board: 4-0; Budget Committee: 4-4
• BudCom didn't think enough was received in 

the negotiations
• BudCom wanted more information on 

employee retention
• Town has recently lost employees for lack of 

reliable benefits

Article 13. Emergency Fire Vehicle Capital 
Reserve
• Select Board: 4-0; Budget Committee: 1-7
• BudCom felt this amount wasn't enough to 

make a difference
• BudCom thought there were other more 

important things to potentially fund over a 
new vehicle
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Town 
Warrant
These were Articles that have no 
net tax increase. Vote YES on 
Articles 14-19

All passed unanimously by both 
the Select Board (4-0) and the 
Budget Committee (8-0)

*starred articles are funded out 
of the Unassigned Fund Balance

Unassigned Fund Balance:
• the sum of unspent taxes and revenues 

from prior years

Articles:
14. * Cemetery Expansion Expendable Trust 
Fund
15. Old Home Day Special Revenue Fund
16. * Compensated Absences Payable 
Expendable Trust Fund
17. * Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund
18. * Municipal Buildings & Facilities 
Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund
19. * Establish a Contingency Fund
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Town 
Warrant
Article 20 (Operating Budget) 

passed unanimously 
by both the Select Board (4-
0) and the Budget 
Committee (8-0)

Vote YES on Article 20

Highlights:
• Net Tax Impact:

o Tax Rate: $4.26 / $1,000
o $3,176 for a home valued at $745,000)

• Major Increases:
o Souhegan Landfill
o USA 250th Celebration
o Employer Retirement Contributions
o Software Licenses and Support in the Building 

Department
o Library; mostly for wages

• Major Decreases
o Debt Service (expired lease purchases)
o Fire Dept. Leased Equipment
o Employee Health Insurance
o Communications Leased Equipment
o Planning Contracted Services
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Town 
Warrant

20

There were 
NO petition 
warrant 
articles 
submitted 
this year!



School District 
Annual Meetings

School

Meetings

Matter

21



Hollis School 
District 
Meeting
Articles Passed Unanimously 

by School Board (5-0) and 
Budget Committee (8-0), 
unless otherwise noted

Vote YES on Articles 1-8
Vote NO on Article 9

Article 1. Hollis Primary Expansion
• School Board: 5-0; Budget Committee: 5-3
Article 2. Hollis School District's Portion of SAU 41 Budget
• School Board: 5-0; Budget Committee: 7-1
Article 3. Approve Cost Items in Collective Bargaining 
Agreement with Support Staff
Article 4. Add to Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund
Article 5. Add to School Buildings Expendable Maintenance 
Trust Fund
Article 6. Establish a Contingency Fund for Unanticipated 

Expenses
Article 7. Open Enrollment
• School Board: 5-0
• Limit to one (1) non-resident student to HPS or HUES and 

0% out to other open enrollment school districts
Article 8. Funds for Schools and Salaries
• School Board: 5-0; Budget Committee: 7-1
Article 9. (PWA) Display State Assessment Scores on Website
• School Board: 1-3-1
• COOP School Board Voted Against Similar PWA
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SB2

HB COOP 
Meeting
Vote YES on Articles 1-5
School Board and BudCom Unan
imously Approved, except 
where noted

Vote YES on Article 6
Vote NO on Articles 7-11

Articles 6-11 are Petition Warrant 
Articles, which School Board 
and BudCom Unanimously 
Opposed, except where noted

Article 1. COOP School District's Portion of SAU 41 
Budget 
Article 2. Funds for Schools and Salaries
Article 3. Approve Cost Items in Collective Bargaining 
Agreement with Support Staff
• School Board: 6-0; Budget Committee: 4-0-1
Article 4. Add to School Buildings Maintenance 
Expendable Trust Fund
Article 5. Establish a Contingency Fund for 
Unanticipated Expenses
Article 6. Open Enrollment
• School Board: 6-0; Budget Committee: 4-1
Article 7. Display State Assessment Scores on Website
Article 8. SB2 Ballot Voting
Article 9. Budget Cap on Per Student Funding (Not 

Above $27,500)
Article 10. Display Net Tax Impact on Warrant Articles
• School Board: 0-6; Budget Committee: 1-4
Article 11. Budget Cap on Local Taxes To Not Exceed 

Local Taxes Raised in Previous Year
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SB2

Open 
Enrollment
Article 7 of Hollis School 

District Warrant

Article 6 of COOP School 
District Warrant

Vote YES on Both Open 
Enrollment Warrant Articles

• Multiple open enrollment bills filed at the start of 2025 
legislative session in January

• Warrant articles are being offered as a result of Fall 2025 
court ruling indicating that lack of a defined number of 
open enrollment students would imply unrestricted open 
enrollment in Hollis-Brookline

• Hollis warrant article limits to 1 student in; and zero out

• COOP warrant article (amended at the COOP 
budget meeting) limits to 4 total, 1 per grade, and only in 
the high school; zero students out

• Both school boards voted in favor of these warrant 
articles

• In late January, the Senate quickly passed the version of 
open enrollment that has resulted in school admins 
across the state to reject it through a signed letter

• Hollis School Board members and Hollis Budget 
Committee have signed on to this letter

• Major issues: too many open questions in how this is 
implemented; how is special ed. coordinated?; school 
capacity isn't defined; lack of legislative process

• If the House passes HB 751 and Governor signs it into 
law, the warrant articles will have no effect
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References
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Key Dates Recap

• Vote: Town Election on Tuesday, March 10th, 7am-7pm, 
Lawrence Barn (snow date: March 24th)

• Vote: Hollis Town Meeting on Saturday, March 14th, 9am, HB 
High School (snow date: March 21st)

• Vote: Hollis District School Annual Meeting on Tuesday, 
March 17th, 7:00pm, HB High School (snow date: March 18th)

• Vote: HB Coop School District Annual Meeting, Thursday, 
March 19th, 6:30pm, HB High School (snow date: March 20th)
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Sample Ballots & Absentee Ballot Requests

• Sample Ballots for Town Election:
• Hollis Town Ballot
• Hollis School District Ballot
• Hollis Brookline Cooperative School District Ballot
• Zoning Ballot

• Absentee Ballot Request Form:
https://www.hollisnh.org/DocumentCenter/View/5468/absentee-
ballot-application-local-election-2026-PDF

• Check Absentee Ballot Request Status:
app.sos.nh.gov/voterinformation
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Hollis Town Clerk

Town Clerk: Diane Leavitt
Address: 3G Market Place, Hollis, NH 03049
Phone: (603) 465-2064
Hours:

• Monday 12 pm - 5 pm
• Wednesday 8 am - 2 pm
• Friday 8 am - 2 pm

Questions for the Town Clerk can be sent using this online form: 
https://www.hollisnh.org/FormCenter/Dept-Board-Contact-Forms-
10/Send-Message-to-Town-Clerk-66. 
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Town Meeting & School Meeting References

• 2026 Town Budget Information Web Page:
https://www.hollisnh.org/1749/2026-Town-Budget-Information  

• Town Warrant:
https://www.hollisnh.org/DocumentCenter/View/5511/2026-Town-
Warrant-PDF

• Hollis School District Annual Meeting Warrant
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1771526914/sau41org/qwuwq
ujmzxu8grswuctl/HollisWarrant2026.pdf   

• HB Cooperative School District Annual Meeting Warrant (as of 2/11/26):
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14_d-
PIFUK0HtqBeFAVVn_LOB0VnBmg6c/view 
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NH Secretary of State Online References

• Voter Information Lookup (use this to check the status of an absentee 
ballot request or to confirm your voter registration):
app.sos.nh.gov/voterinformation 

• Absentee Voting General Information:
www.sos.nh.gov/elections/voters 

• Completing an Absentee Ballot:
https://www.sos.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt561/files/docs/absentee-
ballot-marking-and-mailing-instructions-eff-9.30.25_0.pdf

• Voter Registration Information (including required documentation):
www.sos.nh.gov/elections/register-vote 

• Frequently Asked Questions:
https://www.sos.nh.gov/elections/frequently-asked-questions 
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Q&A
If you would like a copy of this 
presentation, please email Judy 
Carr at judycarr@outlook.com. 
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